July 18, 2006

Town Board Minutes

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, July 18, 2006 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilmember

Absent:
JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Homeland Sec. Coor.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO

Dep. Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *     

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge of Allegiance.

* * * * * * * * * *     

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi was joined at the podium by Andréa Grimalda, Director of Volunteer Services for the American Red Cross.  In conjunction with the Town of Cortlandt, the Red Cross along with the New York Blood Center, held a blood drive several weeks ago in the Cortlandt Town Hall.

Supervisor Puglisi presented Ms. Grimalda with a check in the amount $586.50, raised at the blood drive.

Ms. Grimalda said Cortlandt has been extremely supportive of the American Red Cross, purchasing the first emergency preparedness trailer.  Jeff Tkacs has been instrumental in training of disaster volunteers.  She said with support of communities such as Cortlandt that the American Red Cross is able to continue the work they do.
She presented the Supervisor with a Certificate on behalf of the American Red Cross.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked Jeff Tkacs for his efforts.
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their attendance with the exception of Councilmember Cerreto, who was absent.
* * * * * * * * * * 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Frank Farrell said Jeff Tkacs had sent out today to Town staff and personnel an advisory that there would probably be violent weather this evening which was very accurate since we experienced high winds, golf ball size hail, severe lightning and thunder.
On tonight’s agenda is an item indicating we will apply for a permit from the Department of Environmental Conservation of NYS to stock Lake Meahagh with carp which, hopefully, will address the problem of weed growth.  It takes quite a bit of time to obtain the permit and during that time we will be trying to learn if that is a good solution for the problem.  One of his concerns is that the carp not displace fish that already exist in the lake.

The Town is committed to solving the problem of the algae growth.  Over the course of years the lake has been able to survive and shrug off the insults that have come its way in the form of run off, fertilizer and other pollutants.  It seems to have reached the point where the lake seems to be worse than most people have ever seen it and the Town will explore a variety of solutions for the problem.

Over the last ten or so days there has been a unique watercraft operating on the lake, cutting weeds and pulling them from the lake.  This process will make the lake look more visually presentable for this year, but a long term solution needs to be found.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that we are experiencing increased algae and purple loosestrife growth since it was a very mild winter this year.  Also on the agenda this evening is a resolution for grass carp replacement for Spy Pond made possible through an open ended DEC permit from a decade ago.
Councilmember Farrell said there will be a joint meeting of the Town Board and the Village of Buchanan Board on July 24th at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the lake and solutions for its problems.

* * * * * 

Councilmember John Sloan extended congratulations to Robert Giordano who, on behalf of the new Yorktown Chamber of Commerce, hosted a 10K race in the Croton Dam Gorge.  About 100 runners participated and they held  morning long festivities and activities.

* * * * * 

Councilmember Ann Lindau said there will be a blood drive sponsored by the Peekskill Fire Department on Tuesday, July 25th from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 701 Washington Street, Peekskill.  Blood is in short supply and Ms. Lindau urged anyone able to donate blood to do so.
Councilmember Lindau said she had spoken with our consultant, Steven Coleman, who said before we put in grass carp or do anything on that scale we must educate the people in that area about what they put on their lawns since the storm water runoff goes into the lake.
Supervisor Puglisi and Councilmember Lindau have been working with Croton on the Croton River, one side of which is Croton and the other is Cortlandt, to keep the area as pristine as possible. To that end tonight the board will be voting to approve more parking signs on Quaker Bridge Road to limit the people that access it.

* * * * * * * * * *  
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APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved the minutes of the regular meeting of June 13, 2006 and the special meeting of June 19, 2006 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman. Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All public hearings are to be found fully transcribed and entered in the official Public Hearing Book located in the Town Clerk’s office.)

Public Hearing to consider declaring 250 Lafayette Avenue a “dangerous building.”
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:49 p.m.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Tom Wood, Town Attorney, said the house in question was mostly destroyed by fire and neither the property owner nor mortgage holder have responded to notices from the Town that the remains of the house have to be removed.  It is not only an eyesore, but our Director of Technical Services has reviewed the site and determined and declared that it could be dangerous and a threat to public safety.  As such, at the conclusion of the Public Hearing if the Town Board adopts the resolution tonight it would give the property owner twenty days to remove the debris and, upon their failure to do so, would allow the Town to enter upon the property, clean it up, backfill the foundation and charge the cost of this back to the property in the next tax bill.
Supervisor Puglisi said it’s a matter the Town does not take lightly.  Certified mail has been sent out to the property owner several times and we have to protect the community as well.

There was no one additional wishing to speak and the hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * 

Councilmember Lindau moved to adopt the following legislation, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 247-06 – RE:  Adopt a negative resolution in the matter of declaring 250 Lafayette Avenue a “dangerous building.”

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 248-06 – RE:  Declare 250 Lafayette a “dangerous building.”

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * 

Public Hearing to consider a proposed amendment to a Special Permit issued to Springvale Apartments.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:51 P.M.
-3-

July 18, 2006

Town Board Minutes

PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi said before we hear from the audience, the applicant for Springvale Apartments is present to give the Town Board and the public a brief presentation on what they have in mind.  

Richard Murdan, manager of Springvale and next generation of one of the original founders of Springvale, said they have asked for an amendment to the Special Permit which the previous owner, M. Berensen, had obtained in February 2002 because they are trying to keep Springvale as an affordable housing facility that other affordable housing facilities should emulate.  They have asked for a reduction in the number of apartments in order to accommodate original concerns regarding the siting of one of the buildings and, also, because they have determined that they need to provide a more updated 21st century community center for residents that is more centrally located so it is equal distance walking for everybody.  We had originally asked for thirty-six additional units and are now asking for a maximum of thirty-four, but those include the possible conversion of the existing community center which would add four units.  There’s also the possibility that it could be twenty-eight depending upon the final plans.  Of course, the final plans would be subject to Planning Board approval.
Mr. Murdan said they are trying very hard within the limits of available funds to make Springvale as attractive as possible for their residents who have nothing but praise for the property and the way it is being kept up.

There is a very strong demand for two bedroom units, but beyond that they are attempting to encourage couples to improve the balance for fifty-five years and older residents.

Ed Gemola, architect, responded to questions from Councilmember Farrell about the site plan.

Councilmember Farrell said he remembered one of the strongest concerns four years ago was the visual impact from Route 9A and Maiden Lane.  He asked whether the new plan impacts that in terms of height, more bulk, etc.

Mr. Gemola said they are within the guidelines of steep slopes  Mr. Murdan said it will be a smaller structure and the idea is to minimize any visual impact from below.  There will also be trees and shrubs to improve the appearance of the building.  It is quite different from the original design, much more attractive and much less imposing.

Supervisor Puglisi asked whether there will be handicapped accessible units.
She said she also wanted to make certain that comments are put into the minutes and into the record regarding minimizing any impact to Maiden Lane residents.  It had been resolved appropriately at the time of the earlier Special Permit and she wants to ensure that this is followed through.
Councilmember Lindau asked whether this proposal has more square footage than the previous and was told it’s very similar although there would now be two buildings for residential and one for the community center rather than the three residential previously approved.

Councilmember Farrell raised the issue of a sidewalk on Route 9A from Springvale south.  There is a path used by Springvale residents over uneven terrain.
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)
Ed Vergano said there is a State funded sidewalk project from Springvale Road down to Maiden Lane.  It is currently before the NYS Dept. of Transportation and approval should be coming along shortly.

Supervisor Puglisi said the funding for that project comes from State Senator Vincent Liebell.

There was no one additional who wished to speak and the Public Hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *
Councilmember Lindau moved to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
RESOLUTON NO. 249-06 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of a Special Permit amendment for Springvale Apartments.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 250-06 – RE:  Authorize an amendment for a Special Permit issued to Springvale Apartments.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

Supervisor Puglisi suggested to the Springvale representatives that it would be nice if something were to be done to memorialize Mitchell Berensen in the new clubhouse and was told that those plans had already been formulated.

* * * * * * * * * * 

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

Speaker:  Elise Nardoki, 119 Fields Lane, Peekskill

Speaker:  Linda Bush, 150 Overlook Avenue, Peekskill

Speaker:  Barbara Montes, 1018 Kingston Avenue, Town of Cortlandt

Subject:   Proposal to operate day care center on Radio Terrace.

* * 

Speaker:  John DeBenedictus, Westminster Drive, Cortlandt Manor
Subject:   Zoning amendment for a special permit for proposed indoor


     skating facility.  Sex offender notification.
* * 

Speaker:  Rich Bobs, 139 Highland Drive, Continental Village

Subject:   Spy Pond grass carp.

* * * * * * * * * *  

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the bids opened on July 7, 2006 for intersection improvements at Locust Avenue and Oregon Road be received and ordered filed and a resolution be adopted awarding the contract.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.
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BID REPORTS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 251-06 – RE:  Award contract for intersection improvements at Locust Avenue and Oregon Road.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* *
Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved that bids opened on July 13, 2006 for Town of Cortlandt repaving 2006 be received and ordered filed and a resolution be adopted awarding the contract.

RESOLUTION NO. 252-06 – RE:  Award contract for Town of Cortlandt repaving 2006.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the repaving would include an area of Continental Village, part of Sprout Brook Road.

Councilmember Farrell said the dollar amount for this contract is somewhat lower than usual since it is intended to use more money for drainage projects this year.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* *   

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved that bids opened on July 13, 2006 for courtroom roof replacement be received and ordered filed and a resolution be adopted awarding the contract.

RESOLUTION NO. 253-06 – RE:  Award contract for courtroom roof replacement.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * 

REMOVED from agenda - Award contract for Cortlandt dog park.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi, saying this has been one of her pet projects, advised that this is being removed from the agenda because the bid came in a lot higher than the board had anticipated.  They had hoped it would be between $30,000 to $50,000 and, instead, came in at $91,000.  Some stores will now be approached to see if they will help to offset the price.  
* * * * * * * * * *   

REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following monthly reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.
May, 2006    -  Town Justices.

June, 2006   -   DOTS/Water Division, Purchasing Department, DES/Office for
                          the Aging, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *   
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OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved the following documents, as amended, be received and ordered filed and resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Reports from the Director of DES regarding the following:

a. Spy Pond.

b. Overhead lighting at the Cortlandt Town Center.

c. Additional safety striping on sanitation trucks.

d. Turning lane at Route 6 and Kohl’s department store.

e. Traffic safety issues at Fourteenth Street and Westchester Avenue,

      Verplanck.

f. Paving request from Adair Road residents.

* *  

Reports from the Traffic Safety Advisory Committee regarding the following:

a. Bear Mountain Road turning lane @Carhart Avenue.

b. Bear Mountain Road exit at Route 6, East.

* *   

Minutes of the June 19, 2006 meeting regarding Cortlandt Lake Dam.

* *  

Traffic report prepared by Adler Consulting regarding truck traffic on Sprout Brook Road. Referred to the Traffic Safety Committee and DES.
Discussion:  The Town Board will be entertaining several items from this report next month.
* *   

Traffic study with respect to the Cortlandt Town Center.

* *
Cortlandt Emergency Planning (C.E.P.) Progress Report from Supervisor Puglisi.

* *   

AMEND to RESOLUTION NO. 254-06 – RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with Westchester County for sewer funding in the Walter Panas High School/Quarry Acres area.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

Discussion:  There will be a possible sewer district in this vicinity and the Supervisor said it will be discussed with residents before we proceed, but we don’t want to lose any money available from Westchester County.
* *  

Resolution from Westchester County Board of Legislators in support of the Town’s request to transfer waterfront property at the FDR Veterans’ Administration Hospital in Montrose to New York State and the main roadway to the Town of Cortlandt.
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)
AMENDED to RESOLUTION NO. 255-06 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to seek appraisal services with regard to the Furnace Dock subdivision for possible acquisition by the Town.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

Letter from Barbara Montes requesting a Special Permit with respect to property located on Radio Terrace.  Refer to the Planning Board, DOTS and the Legal Department.

* *  

Letter from Judith Stein with respect to shoulder conditions on Maple Avenue, Furnace Dock Road and Furnace Woods Road.  Refer, also, to DES.

* *  

Letter from Cortlandt WATCH with respect to a sunset provision for approved subdivisions.  Refer, also, to the Planning Board, DOTS and Legal.

* *

Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Gennaro Zimbaldi with respect to a fire hydrant and street signs on Rancho Drive and Rancho Drive East.  Refer, also, to DES and DOTS.

* *  

Letter from NYS DEC awarding grant funds for restoration of native wetland plants to Oscawana Island.

* *   

Letter from Lori Miranda with respect to dogs running at large in the area of Cross Creek.  Refer, also, to the Westchester County and New York State Police, Legal Department and DOTS.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said there will be some education on this issue on Channel 78 and the Town’s website.  There is a process in place and everything can be improved upon.
* *   

Letter from Joann Gardella with respect to traffic safety in the area of Lafayette Avenue and Ridge Road.  Refer, also, to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *    
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)
Memo from the Planning Board requesting a revision to the Town Sign Ordinance.

RESOLUTION NO. 256-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for August 15, 2006 to consider a revision to the Town Sign Ordinance.

* *  

Letter from CW Consulting Services, Inc. on Behalf of T-Mobile requesting to lease Town property.  Refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal Department.
RESOLUTION NO. 257-06 – RE:  Authorize a balloon and light test at the proposed site.

* *   

Letter/petition from residents of Cardinal Road requesting sewer service.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* *   

AMEND to Request to consider a Zoning Amendment for a Special Permit for a proposed Cortlandt Center.  Refer to the Planning Board for their recommendations.

* *   

Request from Martha Taboada-Iodice for a License Agreement to construct a stone wall on Furnace Dock Road in the Town right-of-way.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Lindau moved to adopt the following resolutions, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
RESOLUTION NO. 258-06 – RE:  Appoint Karen Grexa to the title “Intermediate Clerk” in the Supervisor’s office.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said Karen has been a temporary appointee in her office who does a terrific job.
* *  

AMEND to RESOLUTION NO. 259-06 – RE:  Appoint three (3) seasonals to the Department of Environmental Services.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 260-06 – RE:  Appoint members to the Quadricentennial event for the Hudson River/Lake Champlain festivities in 2009.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said if anyone wants to serve on this committee they should contact her office.  Cortlandt will have festivities to join our partners up and down the Hudson River in this 400 year anniversary celebration.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 261-06 – RE:  Authorize an easement with respect to the Continental Village Fire Department over property of the Continental Park District.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 262-06 – RE:  Authorize comments to be filed before the Federal Communications Commission with respect to cable franchises.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 263-06 – RE:  Authorize a one (1) year lease extension for property located on Eighth Street Broadway, Verplanck.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *   

Councilmember Farrell moved to adopt the following resolutions seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 264-06 – RE:  Support keeping first responder equipment at Camp Smith in the Town of Cortlandt.
* *   
RESOLUTION NO. 265-06 – RE:  Notice of Intent directing notification to parcel owners fronting on Seasonal Highway of the Town’s intention to close the road.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 266-06 – RE:  Support New York State legislation recently passed and proposed by Senator Leibell and Assemblywoman Galef with respect to the prevention of drowsy driving, requesting the Governor to approve same.

* *  

REMOVE - Resolution in support of the New Croton Dam celebration event.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * 

Councilmember Sloan moved to adopt the following resolutions, as amended.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion: 
RESOLUTION NO. 267-06 – RE:  Authorize acceptance of a parcel of property located at the intersection of Croton Avenue and Route 202 for road widening purposes.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi expressed her pleasure that we are very close to having this intersection improvement underway,  paid for the developer of Cortlandt Ridge.  It should be completed by the start of school. 
* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 268-06 – RE:  Authorize a Fireworks Permit with respect to the Peekskill celebration.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 269-06 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to award a contract for leak detection services.

* *   

REMOVE – Award a contract with respect to roof repairs over the Nyberg meeting room.
* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 270-06 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to seek bids for the demolition of a building located on Craft Lane.

* *   

REMOVE – Authorization for a Work Change Order with respect to the overlook remediation.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 271-06 – RE:  Authorize a consultant selection process with respect to a turning lane at Westbrook Drive and Route 6.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 272-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to seek a permit from DEC to release grass carp into Lake Meahagh.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 273-06 – RE:  Authorize replacement of grass carp with respect to Spy Pond.

* *   

AMENDED -  RESOLUTION NO. 274-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for August 15, 2006 to consider amending the ordinance regulating the issuance of building permits.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the documents be received and ordered filed and resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
Communications

Quarterly report from Westchester County dated July 14, 2006 with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

* *   

Report from Coleman with recommendations with regard to Lake Meahagh.

* * * * * * * * * * 

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 275-06 – RE:  Award a contract to replace the furnace at the Roa Hook facility.

* *  

RESOLUTION 276-06 – RE:  Authorize a Work Change Order for the Community Center sidewalk.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 277-06 – RE:  Authorize funding with respect to police services and the Croton River/Quaker Bridge Road area and authorize DES to install additional “no parking” signs in the Croton River/Quaker Bridge Road area.
* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 278-06 – RE:  Authorize various road and Town park closures at the discretion of the Supervisor;  alcohol consumption by participants on Town property; and campfires for cooking purposes with respect to Patriot’s encampment activities on August 22nd and 23rd and the weekend of August 25th, 26th and 27th, 2006.
Discussion:  There will be additional information forthcoming on this very much looked forward to celebration.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *   
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REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.
* * * * * * * * * * 

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* *  

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

Speaker:  John DeBenedictus
Subject:   Property for dog park.
* * * * * * * * * *    

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Farrell moved that we adjourn at 8:55 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Lindau.
IN MEMORY OF – James Martin
Councilmember Farrell said in this world today when it seems that the greatest good is to make more money and acquire more things, it is kind of unusual and a wonderful thing that Mr. James Martin did for the Town of Cortlandt when he donated a tremendous parcel of property that he owned on the Hudson River,  It is the site of a trailer park and seaplane base and probably one of the prettiest spots on the river, located opposite Stony Point Park.  His act of generosity is something that will benefit the people of this Town for hundreds of years.  There will now always be a park on the Hudson River that people can enjoy.  With no railroad tracks going through the property, it is an unspoiled parcel.
Councilmember Farrell asked the Town Board to adjourn the meeting in Mr. Martin’s memory.

Supervisor Puglisi said it is a parcel of twenty acres.  In 1992 or 1993 the Town entered into a Life Estate with Mr. Martin.  Now the land reverts to the Town of Cortlandt and the Town will be working on a Master Plan for the area.  It is contiguous to property already owned by the Town on Steamboat Dock.

Everyone stood in a moment’s silence in memory of Mr. James Martin.








Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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